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the Legionnaires of "The Blockhouse of Death" and the
convoy of Casabona, and the victorious battles which they
were yet to wage, for the longed-for hour of the reconquest
of the zone of Melilla was close at hand.
The preparation of the army of liberation had been slow
and thorough. The High Commissioner was proceeding with
such caution that he irritated the impatient, who found "the
tranquillity and passiveness of General Berenguer inexplic-
able/' But the General knew everything that he was risking,
and left nothing to chance. He gave out detailed information,
of his plans as they developed, not only to the generals that
surrounded him, but to the government itself. Meanwhile,
Monte Arruit and Zeluan were wasting away in a siege that
was to end in a massacre. Berenguer continued to check over
the forces which were being sent to him. "This is a con-
glomeration of units, all deficient in equipment, training,
and actual strength, for the battalions oscillate around 450
men with their companies of machine-guns, and until this is
organized and suitably prepared in every aspect, from that
of command to that of marching equipment, we have no
guarantee that the troops will be able to fight effectively.
This is a truly extraordinary case, for it is a matter not of
reinforcing an army with new men, but of creating an army
to fight the next day."
At the end of August there were some 36,000 men in
Melilla, but they lacked munitions, which were expected to
arrive at any moment. The order to advance on Nador was
not given until the middle of September. "The battle/' says
Franco, "Is expected to be hotly contested, and the moments
that separate us from the road to reconquest seem long."
At four in the morning on the I7th the First Banner left
to concentrate in the Third Blockhouse. Three hours later
the land and sea batteries opened fire. The explosions raised
whirlwinds of smoke in the town, on the hills, and in the